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IV. 


Foor anp Moura 


The country seems to have had a narrow escape 
from an invasion of Foot and Mouth Disease, but 
thanks to the energy displayed by the Board of Agri- 
culture it have probably been avertel. On Feb. 4th, 
some cases were detected in the Islingtun Cattle 
Market, amongst animals which formed part of a 
cargo from Denmark. The cargo consisted of sixty- 
eight cattle, and much anxiety was caused by the 


discovery that twenty-four of them had been sold and 
removed to various parts of the country. The whole 
of these were, however. soon traced. although scat- 
tered so widely as Chatham, Colchester, Aldershot 
and Shorncliffe. All these animals were immediately 
slaughtered as were the remainder of the cargo, and 
by the 7th. Feb., the authorities were able to an- 
nounce that “none of the Danish cargo remained 
alive.” To prevent the possibility ofspread by animals 
which had been in contact with the affected beasts, 
the market was closed and an order issued prohibiting 
the holding of all markets and of all public and pri- 
vate sales of cattle, sheep, goats and swine in the 
Metropolitan district with the exception of the foreign 
cattle market at Deptford, where only cattle for 
slaughter are admitted. Telegrams were sent to 
every district inspector requesting him to be alert to 
any danger, and the local authority also issued orders 
to assist in guarding every possible opening for the 
spread of contagion. The importation of live cattle 
is now forbidden from Denmark and also from the 
Netherlands. 


It is remarkable that the Danish authorities 
positively assert that there is no foot and mouth dis- 
ease in their country, and we know it has long been 
free from cattle diseases, and that their preventive 
laws are good and well carried out. The Danish 
Veterinary inspectors have failed to discover any 
outbreak, and it seems probable that the infection 
was of a limited number of animals probably derived 
— Germany. It seems hard on the Danes to re- 
use their cattle when by great trouble and unremit- 
ting attention their country is free from disease, 

t their proximity to Germany where foot-and- 
mouth seems always to prevail makes it imperative 
thet we should run no risk. 


sts emall estimate we may reckon that when 
lone =e gma disease prevailed here it caused a 
proc e sonny of at least a million sterling per 
nae n the present state of agriculture we 
afford this, and we may congratulate the 


Board of Agriculture upon the efficient organization 
and watchful readiness which has enabled them to 
act so rapidly and so effectually. 


Veterinary Epucatron. 


Our readers may this week compare some variety 
of opinions on this subject. Capt. Raymond’s paper 
states one view of the question very ably and, what 
is specially valuable, gives his reasons for it. The 
discussion and address at the meeting of the York- 
shire V. M. A. introduce other views of the subject. 
Next week we hope to publish the discussion, so far 
as it went on Capt. Raymon:t’s paper. Every year 
this question comes up for discussion, and it has 
been so as long as we can remember anything about 
the profession. It must ever remain so, because 
knowledge is progressive and we have no wish to 
stand still whilst all else is moving on. The only 
question to decide is the pace at which we should 
move. “ Forward. but not too fast,” is a good motto, 
but its interpretation leaves much room for difference 
of opinion. We all desire to progress, but we do 
not all agree either as to the direction or the pace. 
Capt. Raymond holds that we have fallen behind, 
and shall have to make a considerable step forward 
to retain our proper level as compared with other 
callings. We agree with him, and only see one 
argument against his entire proposition—Is the 
game worth the candle? Is the veterinary pro- 
fession worth the education—-scholastic and techni- 
cal—which he proposes should be enforced? In 
other words, is an average income of £250 a year 
with the social position allotted to us worth the 
time and money which must be expended upon 
a diploma under the new proposals? We believe 
it is, and that our only chance of more money 
and a better position rests upon our adoption 
of the higher standard. No doubt the better- 
educated man when he appears will, for a time, 
have to contend with the prejudices and ig- 
norance of clients and other servants. He will 
probably be less inclined to stoop to the movements 
which are designated as “tact” than some of our 
present members, and he may probably suffer for not 
having any marked community of interests or ideas 
with many of the persons who command his business 
and who will decline to employ him because they 
do not undertand or appreciate him. This will wear 
away in time, and the profession will gain, even if 
the first few improved men do have to suffer for the 
common good. We have to consider the profession 
—not the individual, we may pity him but we shall 
sacrifice him. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


DISINTEGRATION AND ABSORPTION 
MEDICINAL AGENTS. 


By Josrrpn H. Manron, M.R.C.V.S. 


OF 


I fancy the incident I now record will not be 
devoid of interest to your readers—the circumstance 
of two medicinal balls being found, in an unchanged 
state, nearly twelve hours after being administered. 
I attended the following case in the practice of Mr. 
Roalfe Cox. About 8 p.m. a dray horse was discovered 
in abdominal pain, when the foreman horse-keeper 
gave, in accordance with lis usual custom, 
two balls, each containing ammon. carb. 3ii. About 
midnight the horse getting worse was first attended 
by me, the pain very severe—sitting on haunches. 
On my examining per rectum, I found the bowel 
so tightly contracted that I could not introduce my 
hand more than 6 or 8 inches. He died about 7 
a.m., 11 hours from the time of swallowing the 
two balls. 

The post-mortem showed part of the third portion 
of the colon highly discoloured, as occurs in strangu- 
lation, but I did not discover a lesion occasioning 
it. The stomach was so greatly distended by fuod 
as to remind one at first sight of the rumen of an 
ox; and amongst the ingesta of the stomach were 
the two balls unbroken, and still affording the smell 
of ammonia. 


THE SEDATIVE TREATMENT OF 


PARTURIENT APOPLEXY. 
By Henry C. F.R.C.V.S., F.Z.S. 


It may not be uninteresting to some of your 
readers to know the results of a few cases of par- 
turient apoplexy treated by Mr. M’Connell’s 
method. 

My experience of this treatment dates from very 
shortly after Mr. M’Connell published his first 
article on the subject and I regret that I have no 
means at hand of giving the results of my early 
cases. Suffice it to say, however, that these results 
were sufficiently satisfactory to induce me to employ 
this treatment in every case of milk fever in the 
cow that I have since had. 

In a matter of this kind I do not care to trust 
anything to memory and I will confine myself to 
those cases the notes of which ! have beiure me. 
These notes show twelve consecutive cases of which 
nine recovered and three died. Of these three 
cases one had been bled in two places and was 
almost unconcious wken I first saw it. Of those 
that recovered five were down, while the remaining 
four had not yet gone down when first seen. In 
only three of these twelve cases have I used the 
catheter, and in all I have used both the chloral and 
the bromide, which has not heen mixed unti] I have 
arrived at the patient’s side. 


All these cases have been kept as much as possible 
lying on the sternum, by means of straw-stuffed 
sacks, and the milk has been drawn off frequently, 
The only case that was bled was the one that I men. 
tioned} as having been operated on before my 
arrival, and my experience of bleeding in “par. 
turient apoplexy ” inclines me to believe that it is 
practically of no service at all. 

From the experience I have had of Mr. M’Con. 
nell’s treatment I think the thanks of the profession 
are due to that gentleman for the extremely valuable 
suggestion, as not only has it probably been the 
means of saving a large number of cows, but it may 
also assist in throwing a new light upon this patho- 
logical paradox. 


GENERAL AND VETERINARY EDUCATION. 
By Capt. Raymonp, F.R.C.V.S. 


(Read before the meeting of The Central V.M.A., at 10 
Red Lion Square, on Thursday, Feb. 5th, 1892.) 


Mr. PreEsipENT AND GENTLEMEN, 

Permit me to offer a few words as a preface to the sub- 
ject which we are to discuss to-night. When our very 
energetic Hon. Secretary, Mr. Rogers, asked me to make 
some remarks to fill up any gap which might occur at 
the last meeting, I accepted his suggestion in order to 
get atyour views upon a very important matter, which 
has been before the profession for sometime.  Fortu- 
nately the occasion did not arise ; but still it has been 
decided that the question shall be brought before you. 
Since our last meeting, I have added to and altered some 
parts in order to bring the paper up to date as far as 
possible. I am afraid that these changes have convert 
the paper into a piece of literary patch-work, for which 
I claim your forbearance, in consideration of the frag: 
mentary way in which my material has reached me. 


There are two things to be discussed :— _ 
1. The general preliminary education of the- 
Student. 
2. The present 
Let us take the preliminary first : 
enact the following :— 


Part I.—Ostigatory SuBJECTs. 


Reading aloud. 

Writing from dictation. 

English grammar, with parsing and composition. 

Arithmetic—the simple and compound rules #1 

vulgar and decimal fractions. id 

Either outlines of English history, or geograp™ 
Europe and the British Isles. 

Latin—first and second books of Casar 
either 

(a). French (no set book) or 

(6). German ,, ,, ” 


Part IL —OprtionaL SuBJEcTS. 


Euclid—book I. or the subjects therein treated. 

Algebra to quadratic equations. 

Natural : zoology, botany, physiology 
branch only). 

Inorganic chemistry. 

Mechanics. 

Any of the specified foreign languages 
obligatory. 
Let us 3 ed as far as possible what regula 

tion our neighbours enforce. 


and items of the curriculum, 
Our regulations 


and 


not taken * 
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SWITZERLAND. 


The Swiss preliminary enacts :— 

i. Complete mastery of the language of the Canton 
where the candidate was born. 

A fair acquaintance with one other of the national 
languages. 

Latin: grammar, syntax, Cornelius Nepos, Cesar. 

History : General history of modern times, and 
Swiss history. 

Geography—Political and physical. 

Arithmetic: up to square roots. 

Algebra: second e equations with one un- 
known. Logarithms. 

Geometry, plane and solid. Trigonometry. 

Physics up to electricity and magnetism. Chemistry 
The principal metals etc., and their combinations 

Biology : Elements of botany and zoology. 


The Dutch preliminary includes :— 
. Dutch language, syntax, etc. 

Dutch translations into French and German, and 
vice-versa. 

General and Dutch history. 

Geography. 

Arithmetic and algebra including equations with 
more than one unknown quantity, equations of 
the 2nd grade, and practical working with 
logarithms. 

6. Mensuration and geometry up to determining the 

surface and contents of prisms, pyramids, cones, 

cylinders, etc., etc. 


GERMANY. 


The German standard is prima or Ist class in a na- 
sium, the same examination that any who adopt a 
university career, must pass. I have applied for the de- 
tails of this examination but I regret to say that they 
have not yet reached me. 


FRANCE. 


Admission to the French Veterinary schools is com- 

petitive; except in the case of students who have ac- 
quired the diploma of the Agricultural Institute or of 
one of the National Schools of Agriculture, who can 
claim admission as a right. 
_ In order that permission to compete may be obtained 
it is necessary that the candidate shall possess one of the 
full degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Sciences, or special 
secondary instruction. 

The competitive examination is held in writing and 
comprises the following subjects :— 

1. An essay in French. 

2. The solution of a problem in arithmetic or algebra 

and a problem in geometry. 

3. A paper on physics and chemistry. 

4. A paper on natural history including zoology, 

botany, geology. 

It will be noticed that the educational tests for 1891 
have been somewhat altered from former years. Geography 
and history are omitted from the competitive examina- 
tion, probably because the student is sufficiently tested 
before he gets his B. A. degree. 

PF much as a sample of the demands of the veterinary 
ools. Let us see what the medical profession in Eng- 


land exacts from 
for itadiploma. young man who purposesto study 


MEpiIcaL anp Dental, 


The new regulations of the General Medical Council 


She Preliminary examination in general education are 


a. English language, including grammar and com- 

position. 

b. Latin, including grammar, translation from speci- 
fied authors, and translation of easy passages 
not taken from such authors. 

c. Mathematics, comprising (a) arithmetic; (6) algebra 
as far as simple equations, inclusive ; (c) geometry, 
the subject matter of Euclid, books tI, Ill, 
with easy deductions. 

d. One of the following optional subjects :—Greek, 
French, German, Italian, any other modern lan- 
guage, logic. 

You will kindly bear in mind that the dental student 
must pass the test as well asthe medical student. The 
test can no longer be passed in fragments. 

Let me now attempt to draw a very rough comparison 
between the different standards. You are no doubt 
aware that our present standard is about equal to an 
easy 3rd division of the 2nd class examination of the 
College of Preceptors. The medical and dental standard 
is about equal to the 2nd division of the 2nd class of the 
same college. The English dental and medical standard 
is about equal to the German lower third (Unter tertia) 
but somewhat stronger in mathematics. 

I have said that a German veterinary student must 
attain “ prima” (1st class); I am unable to tell you 
exactly what this comprises, but the average age for 
passing is 19 years. The French veterinary student 
almost invariably has a B.A. & B.Sc. degree which he 
can get at abont 18 years of age. I am informed that 
the average age at which our medical and dental standard 
is reached in 16 years—at a good school. 

So the French student is at school 2 years and the 
German 3 years longer than our medical students. 
Permit me also draw your attention to the fact that in 
France and Germany the veterinary student is re- 
quired to be as well educated as any other student. 

I have troubled you with the demands of our neigh- 
bours so that you may judge for yourselves whether 
we are behind them or level with them in educational 
matters. It would be very extraordinary if all these 
people should insist upon such a high standard if 
they'thought it was unnecessary. No doubt, we cannct 
possibly raise our standard to the continental limit, but 
the question is whether or not we should put ourselves 
on a level with our own dental and medical educational 
demands. 

I hold that we are wrong in not enforcing a standard 
of general education suited to modern requirements ; for, 
in my opinion, a thorough education is one of the best 
things a young man can start with in life. 


The next question is the length and items of the curri- 
culum. Our plan of exams. is as follows. 


A EXAMINATION, 


(1.) Elementary Anatomy (equine and comparative).— 
Bones and ligaments. 
(2.) Chemistry. 
(3.) Botany.—Food plants, poisonous 
plants growing in the Uni Kingdom, and 
the morphology of such. ; 
B ExaminaTIon. 
(1.) Anatomy of the horse and other domesticated 
animals. 
(2.) Physiology and histology. 
C EXAMINATION. 


1.) Morbid anatomy and pathology. 

& Veterinary medicine and surgery, therapeutics, 
materia medica, and toxicology. . 

(3.) Diseases of other domesticated animals, veterinary 


medicine, surgery, therapeutics. 


== 


ay 
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(4.) General Practical Examination -- 
Certificates, prescriptions, dispensing. 
Other domestic animals. 


As you are aware, a young man must, with us, have 
entered at least three years 2 goesg months at 
college) as a student before he can obtain his 
diploma. I propose now to take you rapidly through the 
course of study in the allied professions. 


Berne, SwitzERLAND. 


The minimum duration of the studies is seven terms of 
six months each, but very few students go up before the end 
of the eighth term, that is four years. In addition tothe 
subjects taught at our schools they have to pass in 
physics, mineralogy, geology, zoology, veterinary juris- 
prudence, hygiene, elementary agriculture, medical his- 
tory. principles of breeding, and veterinary medical 
history. 

In gr the veterinary students and the medical 
students study the following subjects together and in 
common, namely: Botany (botanical excursions), inor- 
ganic chemistry with practical chemistry, physics, geology, 
and zoology. 

DENMARK. 


Through the kindness of my friend, Mr. Rogers, 
1 am able to give you a sketch of the educational 
and professional arrangements in that country. A youn 
man must have passed what is somewhat vaguely anol 
the “ General Preliminary Examination ” befure he can 
be admitted as a veterinary pupil. This examination 
includes tests as to proficiency in two modern languages, 
of which the one must be English, while the other is 
nearly always German. The students do not reside at 
thecollege. Their course of studies is not strictly bound 
by regulations, as for instance in the German schools, 
but is almost like that of a university, the period of study 
consequently varying. 

The majority study at least four years, but the curri- 
culum is supposed to last three and a half years,or seven 
terms of six months each. An examination in natural 
philosophy, chemistry, zoology, and botany, is passed 
after one or one-and-half years. After the student has 
passed the first important division of his final examina- 
tion he has to attend for six months the ambulatory 
clinic of the College, and a course of instruction in 
matters concerning veterinary police, as well as post- 
mortem examinations, in which subjects a final exami- 
nation is passed. Instruction is, during the whole period, 
practical as well as theoretical, being connected with the 
stationary clinic and smithy, &c., of the college. 


HOLLAND. 


In the — Veterinary School at Utrecht, Holland, 
the studies last four years, nine months each at school, 
and cover the same ground as the Swiss curriculum. 


BERLIN AND HANovER. 


The curriculum of the Berlin and Hanover schools is 
ractically identical, and covers the same ground as the 
wiss. The curriculum lasts three and half years of 

seven sessions of, I believe, six months each session. 


FRANCE. 


In the French schools, the course is a four years’ course 
any student who fails to pass into a higher class when 
the proper time comes, is struck off the roll; but there 
is a saving clause in so far that a student may be sent 
down for a year, once in the curriculum. The following 
subjects are taught in the French schools : 

1. Anatomy of domesticated animals and the exterior 

the horse. 

. Physics, chemist harm and toxicol 
3. Natural history 


4. Physiology of domesticated animals, teratology 
(obstetrics), and therapeutics. 

5. Pathology, medicine and surgery, clinic, practical 
operations, shoeing. 

6. Pathology of contagious diseases, sanitary police 
meat inspection, medical jurisprudence, and the 
laws relating to the purchase and sale of animals, 

7. Hygiene and animal management. 


As regards the duration of the curriculum in the other 
leading schools I will not detain you longer than to 
indicate it briefly, thus :— 

Stockholm, Sweden, the duration is 
4 to 6 years, of 9 months each. 


Modena 

Parma fiat each 4 years, of 9 months each. 
Turin 

Bucharest, Roumania 5 years. 

Kazan, Russia 4 years. 

Buenos Ayres, Argentine 4 years. 

Vienna, Austria 3 full years. 

Buda Pesth, Hungary 6 terms of 6 months each. 
Kharkoff 

Dorpat } Russia 3 years. 


With regard to Russia I have received a most interest- 
ing letter from Capt. Matthews of the Blues who has 
recently visited that country. He says “I know nothing 
of their matriculation examination, but judging by the 
40 or 50 veterinary surgeons, civil and military, with 
whom I was brought in contact I conclude it is a high 
one, for without exception I found them charming in 
manner and well educated, posted in the modern theories 
of medicine and disease. hey all regard Pasteur as the 
veritable High Priest of modern progress and scientific 
investigation. They are thoroughly practical in details 
of organisation and hygiene, but their advice and instruc- 
tions seemed to be modified and abbreviated by the ex- 
ecutive. Their students study for 3 years and when 
going up for their diplomas may also attempt for the 
higher degree of Magister. It is noteworthy that 
in the whole profession numbering 2000 in all there are 
only 40 Magisters; all of whom, as would be ex- 
pected are in positions of trust with corresponding 
remuneration. The St. Petersburgh school has 
been abolished in favour of Dorpat. All professions 
have their “ichin” or ranks, ten in all; seven of which 
are obtainable by veterinarians and eight by medical 
men. The highest grade veterinary surgeons can acquire 
is that of actual State Councillor which corresponds to the 
military rank of Major General and carries with it valuable 
state privileges; thus every General has his children 
educated and placed in a suitable position free of cost. 

The latest regulations in the English medical schools 
exact a five years’ course of study. As to the dental 
faculty, the following paragraph is extracted from page 
11 of The Regulations of the General Medical Council :— 

“20, Candidates for a diploma in dental surgery 
shall produce certificates of having been en 
during four years in professional studies, and 0 
having received three years’ instruction mechan: 
cal dentistry from a registered practitioner. 

Under special circumstances one year of the 
is reduced. ; f the 
- As you are no doubt aware a sub-committee ° - 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary say ve 
considering the matter of examinations. Two 8 ~a 
have been printed by direction of the cel? 
One is a three years’ scheme the other 4 four y 
scheme. 


PROPOSAL o ALTERATIONS OF PRoF 

Suggestions for a Three Years scheme. 
Nore.—Each subject to be tested by a written and an 
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oral examination, excepting subject 4 of exami- 
nation A. ‘ 

Written papers to consist of six questions, but only 
four to be attempted. Time allowed, two hours. 

Oral examination in each subject to be conducted in 
the presence of specimens. Time allowed, half- 
hour, except subjects 2 and 3 of examination C, 
which shall not exceed one hour. 


Examination A (Three tables, two examiners at each). 

1, Anatomy of domestic animals (bones, ligaments, 

and muscles). 

2. Chemistry. 

3. Elementary physiology. 

4. Simple stable management and manipulation of 

animals. 
Examrnation B (Three tables, two examiners at each) 

1. Anatomy of the domestic animals. 

2. Physiology and histology. 

3. Veterinary hygiene (stable management, dietetics, 

food substances, poisonous plants, shoeing). 
Examination C (Three tables, two examiners at each). 

1. Morbid anatomy and pathology (including bacteri- 

ology). 

2. Prine and practice of veterinary medicine 

(including helminthology). 

3. Principles and practice of veterinary surgery (in- 

cluding examinations for soundness and obstetrics) 

4. Materia medica, therapeutics, and toxicology. 

The effect of this scheme will be to introduce a 
“practical” examination into the B as well as into the 
C examination by the oral divisions of the last subjects. 
In the B examination it will apply to healthy horses, in 
the C examination to diseased, and to examinations for 
soundness. 


Suggestions for a Four Years’ Scheme. 


Norz.—All subjects to be tested by a written and an oral 
examination, in the presence of living and other 
specimens ; except No. 4 of A, B,and C examina- 
tions and the practical of D examination, which 
will be entirely oral (except certificates). 

Written papers to consist of six questions, but only 
four to be attempted. Time allowed for each 
paper, two hours. 

The oral examinations, where not otherwise specified, 
to occupy half an hour at each table. 


Examination A, 

1. Anatomy of domesticated animals—Bones, liga- 
ments, joints, and muscles. 

2. Chemistry. 

3. Botany—Food plants, grasses, cereals, roots, medi- 
cinal plants, and poisonous plants. 

4. Simple stable management and manipulation of 
domestic animals. Horse and dog, twenty minutes; 
cattle, etc., ten minutes. 


Examination B. 
1, Anatomy of domesticated animals. 
2. Histology and physiology. 
3. Hygiene—dietetics, drainage, ventilation, and con- 
struction. 
4. Principles of shoeing in health; also remove and re- 
apply ashoe. Half-an-hour. 
TION C, 
- Morbid anatomy, pathology, and bacteriology. 
medica, therapeutics, and toxicology. 
ursing—dressing, casting, slinging, administering 
medicines, _chloroforming, dieting sick animals, 
Preparing instruments for operations, and ban- 
hee Horse and dog, three quarters of an 
our. Cattle, etc, quarter of an hour. 


Examination D. 
1. Medicine and surgery—-horse and dog. 
2. Medicine and surgery—ox, sheep, and pig. 
3. Sanitary science and police. 


Practica EXAMINATOIN. 

1. Operative surgery—horse and dog, half an hour; 
cattle, sheep, and pigs, quarter of an hour. 

2. Clinical medicine and surgery—horse and dog, 
quarter of an hour; cattle, sheep, etc., quarter of 
an hour. 

3. Conformation and marks; examination as to 
soundness. Certificates—three horses for each 
student. A reasonable time to be allowed. 


No student at College when this scheme is sanctioned 
by the Council to be in any way affected by it, and an 
interval of at least three years to be allowed between the 
passing of the scheme and its coming into force. 

These schemes are submitted to you not for the dis- 
cussion of the details because it food take a very long 
time to settle them, but in order to indicate the great 
advantages of a four years’ course over a three years’ 
course. Neither of these schemes has received the sanc- 
tion of the Council yet. 

I think, gentlemen, that if you have had the patience 
to follow me through this very dry subject, you will have 
come to the conclusion that our recruits—in fact that we 
as a body—are not required to have as high a standard of 
professional education as our foreign colleagues. Of 
course, it is an open question whether we should 
endeavour to raise ourselves to the level of continental 
people and of our local dental faculty. I think we 
ought to have as good a general education as our 
English confréres. I support the four years’ scheme 
for the simple reason that I believe it is a farce to attempt 
to get through the subjects in three years (that is to say 
eighteen months of study). Perhaps some of my hearers may 
hesitate to vote, owing to a fear that if a four years’ course 
is enforced there will be such a diminished supply of 
veterinary surgeons that we shall fail in our duty to supply 
the public with a sufficient number. In order to ascer- 
tain if there was any fear of such an untoward thing 
happening I have been through the register for the last 
ten years to discover how the question of demand and 
supply stands, and I do not think the public is likely to 
suffer in any way from the praposed four years’ scheme, 
even if the number of candidates were somewhat reduced. 

Admissions and deaths in the Veterinary Profession 
for the last ten years were :— 

Admissions. 
1881-82... 155 
1882-83... 92 43 
1883-84... 103 41 
1884-85... 102 32 
1885-86... 166 33 
1886-87... 113 65 
1887-88... 123 55 
1888-89... 138 one 63 
1889-90... 138 54 
1890-91... 125 bes 46 


Deaths. 
30 


Total admissions 1255 ..- 462 
Total deaths ... 462 


793 


According to the above there have been 793 more 
admissions than deaths durirg the past decade. 

Having now arrived near the end of my paper 
will you permit me to make a suggestion as to the 
way in which the subject may be discussed? You will 
perceive, gentlemen, that the ground I have gone over 
is extremely wide and if discussed in detail would take 
days to finish. I would therefore submit to you that we 
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had better consider general principles because if we con- 
fine ourselves to them we shall be able to come to definite 
conclusions to-night. Let me then put two questions 
to you. : 
rd Do you desire a higher general educational 
standard. 
2. Are you in favour of a four years course of study. 


In conclusion permit me to acknowledge the assistance 
{have received from Mr. Dollar’s article on the French 
examinations published in The Record,to Mr. Rogers’ 
article on the Danish examinations, and to Capt. Mat- 
thews for his letter upon Russia. Professor Axe was 
kind enough to look over my original four year’s scheme 
and make some suggestions for verbal alterations. I 
have also to thank Mr. Hunting for allowing me to 
adopt some of his ideas which have very much improved 
the four years scheme, as at present submitted. I have 
also to acknowledge the assistance which Mr. Hodgeson,the 
Secretary of the College of Preceptors, has rendered; and 
last but not least, the help Mr. Hill has given in pro- 
curing the necessary educational documents from the 
foreign and other schools 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A. 


The 156th Ordinary General Meeting was held at the 
College, on Wednesday, February 3rd, at 6.30 pm. Mr. 
J. A. Gilruth in the Chair. The Secretary introduced 
morbid specimens of a sheep’s tongue shewing actinomy- 
cosis, and exhibited a portion of the pelvis of a sheep 
which had been removed from a lower jaw of a dog where 
it had been firmly fixed behind the canines, the point of 
the lower jaw having passed through the obturator 
foramen. 

Mr. Leonard then read his essay on “ Kumrie.”’ Com- 
menting upon the subject which he had chosen, the 
essayist remarked that since some of the members of the 
association would no doubt enter the Army Veterinary 
Department, ‘g should at least be able to recognise, if 
not to combat the disease, which is met with chiefly in 
India and Burmah, but is also prevalent in certain other 
parts of the world. It is found most often in districts 
are lying and marshy. 

n describing the symptoms, which are chiefl legia 
and hemiplegia, he seemed to think that the ieteh casenals 
of exudate, together with the intensely congested con- 
dition of the spinal vessels, were the chief causes of the 
paralyses. In considering the supposed causes of the 
affection, the essayist spoke of the great analogy of this 
disease to that found in Cambridgeshire and other fen 
counties, known as stomach staggers, which is thought 
by some to be due to the ragwort or staggerwort. He 
laid particular stress on the sunstroke theory, without 
coming to any definite conclusion as to whether or not 
this was the true cause. “ Whalers” and English horses 
according to statistics, enjoy longer immunity than 
others; whilst Arabs develope the disease very readily ; 
although, as far as he could ascertain, the disease is not 
hereditary: 

In discussing the treatment, Mr. Leonard gave it as his 
opinion that a sharp purgative would greatly help to re- 
lieve the congestion of the spinal cord, and, with afew 
more suggestions, closed his interesting essay. 

A discussion followed, in which Mr. Tagg stated his 
personal experience of the disease, drawing attention to 
the fact that, singularly enough, geldings have a longer 
immunity than entires, and mares than geldings; and 
ee he had never known the disease to affect the fore 

imbs. 


F. Assist. Sec, 


YORKSH!RE VETERINARY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION, 


The annual meeting and dinner in connection with 
this association was held on Friday, January 29th, at the 
Queen’s Hotel, Leeds. 

At the meeting held in the afternoon, Mr. G. §. 
Bowman, the President, occupied the chair. 


A LETTER OF CONDOLENCE. 


The PrestipENt: Gentlemen, you will, I am sure, be 
all fully aware of the sad calamity that has fallen upon 
this country by the death of the late Duke of Clarence. 
‘faking into consideration that his father, the Prince of 
Wales, is a life governor of the college to which we all 
belong, and that he has taken such a deep interest in our 
profession in many other ways—you will remember we 
were honoured with his presence at the one-hundredth 
anniversary of the College last year—the very least we 
can do is to forward a letter of condolence to the Prince 
and Princess of Wales, expressing our profound sym- 
pathy with them in the sorrow they have sustained by 
the irreparable loss. 

Mr. Tueo. C. Toorr (Ex-President), in seconding 
this, said: It may interest you, gentlemen, to hear that 
on one occasion I had the privilege of having a con- 
siderably lengthy conversation with the late Duke of 
Clarence, though I admit I did not know at the time it 
was he. He struck me as being one of the most un- 
assuming and gentlemanly men I ever met in my life. 
I am sure no letter can adequately convey the regret we 
feel at his loss. 

The resolution was silently adopted. 


Among those present at the meeting were Messrs. Thos. 
Greaves, Manchester ; Jas. Carter, Bradford; J. Nettle- 
ton, Northallerton ; Hy. Snarry and G. Pickering, York; 
Walter Lodge, Dewsbury; D. M. Walker, Halifax; A. 
W. Mason, W. F. Greenhalgh, (Hon. Sec.) and A. 
McCarmick, Leeds; J. E. Scriven, Tadcaster (Hon. 
Treas.) Clarkson, Garforth: Philip Deighton, Riccall ; 
F. Thompson, Harrogate; J. Atcherley, Harrogate; 
Theo. C. Toope, Knaresboro’ ; Walter Longhurst, Hull ; 
J. Appleyard, Halifax ; F. W. Somers, Leeds; and Jas. 
Cooke, Scarboro’. The following were present as visitors : 
Messrs. F. Dales, Garforth; J. W. Reill, Headingley; 
W. Woods, Wigan; Lieut. J. A. Meredith, A.V.D. 14th 
Hussars,‘Leeds ; and J. Wolstenholme, Manchester. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been confirmed. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were read from 
Professors Williams, McFadyean, Pritchard, Axe, and 
Walley, and Messrs. Nuttall, York. ; Pollard, Wakefield ; 
Fryer, West Hartlepool; S. Chambers, Kirkheaton; 
H. Cooper, Huddersfield ; and others. 


Tur Rout Catt. 


On ‘the motion of Mr. Deighton, seconded by Mr. 
Pickering, it was decided that in future before the com 
mencement of the business, the roll of members — 
be called, so that they might have the opportunity ° 
getting to know the new members. 


Tue New CHARTER. 


Mr. Lopax thought it was highly advisable in the new 
charter there should be some proyision which would “A 
empt them from serving on juries, as was the case W! 
medical men. 

Mr. Greaves said he thought the sugg 
late, for the charter was now in the han z 
Council, and an answer was expected every day, toe 
whether their petition had been consented to or 0 of 
wise. A good deal of discussion had taken place pa 
point raised by Mr. Lodge, but for various reasons 1 
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been decided not to introduce the subject into the new 


charter. 

Mr. Lover :—May I ask who decided that ? 

Mr. Greaves :—The committee appointed. 

Mr. Mason :—I think that it has been pointed out that 
to attain what Mr. Lodge desires could not be done by 
charter, and only by Act of Parliament, which would be 
rather a costly affair. 

CasEs. 


Some discussion then ensued on a number of interest- 
ing cases submitted. 

Mr. Pickerine described a case in which a valuable 
hunter was quietly sage in the streets of York when 
it suddenly fell lame. e diagnosed it as a case of 
shoulder lameness, and he had the animal blistered and 
turned out for 5 or 6 months, but at the end of that time 
it was as lame as ever. The shoulder was afterwards 
setoned, but the animal was still lame, and in his (Mr. 
Pickering’s) opinion would continue so, though for 12 
months before the occurrence happened the animal had 
been sound and working well. 

Mr. Greaves :—May I ask what muscles of the 
shoulder appeared injured. 

Mr. Pickertne :—The anterior and posterior spinatus, 
and the coraco humeralis. 

Mr. Greaves :—How long were the setons in? 

Mr. Pickerine :—They were in some considerable 
time. 

Mr. Greaves :—I think no treatment would be avail- 
able in this case. 

Mr. Deicuron said he had a case of actinomycosis, 
and if any one would like the head as a specimen, he 
would be glad to forward it. 

The Presipent remarked that if Mr. Deighton let 
him have it he would hand it over to the Yorkshire 
College. 

Mr. Lopce mentioned the case of a five year old horse 
which had been brought to him suffering from an en- 
largement of the jaw. He had taken out a piece of 
bone about half-an-inch in thickness. When he took 
out the bone a lot of pus came away and he plugged it 
with tow and a little dressing. He only found matter 
had formed just at the bottom of the fangs of the tooth, 
which apppeared to be sound at the top and bottom. 

Mr. Mason :—I think ! should advise the extraction 
of one of the teeth. 

Mr. Lopcz :—The tooth does’nt appear loose or de- 
cayed. It is sooner said than done—to punch out the 
last molar. (Laughter). 

Mr. 'loorr thought the symptoms might arise from 
an external injury. 

The PRESIDENT said when he was assistant to his 
brother at Driffield, they had to deal with a five year old 
cart mare with an enlarged upper jaw. They drew four 
a of the molar teeth and she was soon at 

Mr. Pickerive said some three or four years ago he 
examined a mare at York, and noticed a small scar on the 
night side of the jaw about the fourth molar. He 
Pointed out that the teeth were probably diseased, and 
was teld by the gentleman who purchased her, that she 
Was subsequently bad for six or seven weeks, and did not 
Fn until two teeth were taken out. That only 
ps how careful they should be in making their ex- 

hations 
ont Toorr mentioned a case in which he was called 

a a aged cow. For four hours she had had her 
altho * ; manger full of turnips but had eaten nothing, 
might hares —— to be ravenous. He thought she 

g but ane in her throat, and passed the pro- 
sues ties io out any result. After watching her for 

‘aes he came to the conclusion she was suffering 

ental aberration, about an hour after she laid 


down, and had shown no unfavourable symptoms 
since. 

Mr. Mason said he had seen similar cases, but had 
never known one recover. 

Mr. Toore :—This animal is now in perfect health. 

Interesting cases with regard to beasts were also men- 
tioned by Mr. Axe, by the President and Mr. Walker. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By Mr. G. E. Bowmay. 


GENTLEMEN, 

First of all I must thank you, the members of this 
Yorkshire V. M. Society, for the honour you have con- 
ferred upon me by electing me the president for the 
coming year. I can assure you I consider it a great com- 
pliment, and I deeply feel the responsibility of the situation 
and my earnest endeavour shall be to carry out the 
duties appertaining to this position to the utmost of 
my power, and to earn the esteem and good fellowship of 
those with whom I shall act. It is impossible to con- 
ceive the advantages we, as veterinary surgeons, can 
derive from gatherings like this association. It is by 
meeting together for mutual improvement, by inter- 
change of ideas, by discussing professional subjects, that 
we are stimulated to work up to, and keep pace with the 
advancing science of the day. Moreover these associa- 
tions are the meeting place of practitioners from various 
parts throughout Yorkshire, where friendships are 
formed, where explanations can be made, and misunder- 
standings and little jealousies be cleared up; they bring 
about unity, and unity is strength, and, gentlemen, it 
causes me pleasure to preside over such a powerful 
association as this with its many members. Should any 
of us be unfortunate enough to have any trouble with our 
clients let me beg of you, one and all, not to go against 
each other, but put your shoulder to the wheel and help 
each other all you possibly can. I feel certain by so doing 
a great many law cases might be prevented, and a great 
deal of damage to the profession might be spared. 

While I am president, I venture to hope, gentlemen, 
that you will support me by attending the meetings 
regt larly, and by freely joining in the discussions which 
will be brought before you. 

There is still room for a considerable increase in the 
numbers of our members, and I think we should do all 
that lies in our power to induce those veterinary sur- 
geons who are not members to become so as soon as 
possible. 

It is highly satisfactory to state that during the last 
ten years, our profession has made rapid strides, and con- 
siderably advanced its status ; at the present time we 
have several members of our college Mayors of Corporate 
towns, which naturally increases our social position, The 
Government have so recognised the valuable abilities 
displayed by veterinary surgeons, that they have con- 
ferred upon the Army Veterinary Departinent titles such 
as Captain, Major, etc., for their veterinary officers. 
These along with other distinctions such as Commander 
of the Bath, have done immense service to forward the 
interest and welfare of our profession. “ie 

After a great deal of discussion and opposition, we are 
at last about to obtain a new charter, which will restore 
to Members of our College the rights of olden times. 
They will no longer be devarred from obtaining 4 seat 
on Council or on the Board of Examiners, thus showing 
we have intellectual abilities amongst Members, that can 
quite compare with those of Fellows. — There are other 
benefits which the new charter will bring us; by with: 
holding the dual appointment no Fellow or Member of 
the R.C.V.S., will be able to sit on the Council, and also 
be an Examiner, it therefore distributes merit, and gives 
a greater field for choice of either the Council or the 
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The examinations as now conducted have attained a | reintroduction of the disease. A remarkable circumstance 
high standard of excellence, and it is extremely difficult | which transpired during the year was the number of 
for any student to enter our profession without having | cases of disease among contact cattle ; there were close 
had the basis of a good education in the first instance, | on 14,000 slaughtered as having been in contact, or other- 
because in recent years education has so far advanced, | wise exposed to infection, over 800 were found on post- 
that unless a youth has more than average intellectual | mortem, by the veterinary surgeons engaged, to have 
attainments he is stopped at his preliminary examina- | been affected with pleuro-pneumonia in various s 
tion—before he has wasted for his parents a considerable | although up to the time of slaughter the cattle had not 
sum of money. The theoretical portion of our profession | exhibited any symptoms of disease of a sufficiently 
is very necessary, but let me now say that whilst I ad- | marked character to attract the attention of the veter- 
mire theory and profoundly scientific mev,I feel and | inary surgeons who examined them. Some of the cases 
know from my experience that if theory is not properly | were so far advanced that it was evident from the 
mingled with practical knowledge, and with general tact, | changes which had occurred that the animals must have 
a man has difficulty in making any great headway as a | suffered from an attack many months before. It is yet 

neral practitioner. All you gentlemen in this room | too early to hope that pleuro-pneumonia is on the eve of 

now the difficulties we have to contend with at the| being extinguished, but it is allowable to refer to the 
hands of those clever and knowing people we meet with | fact that this affection has, since the passing of the 
in every day practice, and will, I think, join with me in | Pleuro-Pneumonia Act of 1890, been apparently stamped 
the hope that the time will come when a pupilage will be | out in some districts, notably in Lancashire and Essex, 
enforced prior to going to college, and the practical ex- | in which it has had a constant existence ever since the 
amination will be one that will test the capabilities of | passing of the Act in 1878. The outbreaks in September, 
students in a much more practical and extensive way, to | 1890, when the Act came into operation, were 46 in 
make certain that they know their business thoroughly | number. In August. 1891, after twelve months’ opera- 
before awarding them the diploma of our college. tion of the Act, they were reduced to 20; and I am 

I must not omit to say a few words on our attendance | pleased to find that as the months go on the outbreaks 
at the county court as professional witnesses. It seems to | are becoming smaller, and I have not the slightest doubt 
me to be nothing short of ridiculous for us to receive | that in a few years pleuro-pneumonia, like rinderpest 
the paltry sum of 15/- for a day’s attendance at the | and foot and mouth disease, will be entirely stamped out 
county court,and I am told from a legal point that | in this country. 
without we declare ourselves experts before giving evi- Before bringing my address to a close, I should like to 
dence we cannot claim more. Surely it is time this was | say a few words about tuberculosis, a diseases that 
altered, for very often indeed it is upon our evidence | causes the death of thousands of men, women, children 
the entire case is decided. and animals yearly. I will not enterinto the minute details 

I am glad to see that that eminent and distin- | of the disease, which is too well known to you all ; butI 
guished pathologist Professor McFadyean, who has | think a many of you will agree with me when I say that 
rendered such immense service to our profession | the time will come, and before very long—and the sooner 
by his untiring efforts, has at last gained, by | the better for the community at large—when this terribly 
notorious merits, a very fitting position in the London | infectious and fatal disease will come under the Con- 
College, and whilst I can sympathise with the Scotch | tagious Diseases (Animals) Act. Then the veterinary 
School at their loss I can heartily congratulate the Lon- | profession can, if facilities be granted them, do an 
don College on their gain. He is now made Dean of the | enormous amount of good in the way of preventing this 
College and Professor in Pathology, one of the highest | disease from infecting the human subject. In_ this 
scientific positions in the profession. Borough of Leeds the flesh of tubercular animals (if 

I will now draw your attention to the special report of | found by the meat inspectors) is seized and destroyed, 
the Veterinary Department on pleuro-pneumonia, under | no matter how good a carcase it may be. Now we are 
the Bourd of Agriculture. It is only a short time since | well aware there is a certain element of danger in tuber- 
the Pleuro-Pneumonia Act came into force. The | cular beef, but there is far more danger in the milk of a 
experience of a year, however, from September, 1890, to | tubercular cow; yet a cowkeeper can keep and milka 
September, 1891, has afforded an opportunity of making | cow in which the lungs, and glands in various parts of 
a statement of facts on which an opinion may be formed. | the body, are all affected with this disease ; and there 
In carrying into effect the provisions of the Pleuro- | seems to me to be no one appointed to look after him, or 
Pneumonia Act of 1890, the Board adhered as strictly as | to prevent him in spreading this terrible affection. _ 
circumstances would allow. Veterinary and travelling I think this milk question is one of the gravest 1m 
inspectors were employed to perform duties which were | portance, because milk forms a large part of the food of 
perfectly well defined ; veterinary surgeons were called | our children, who are naturally susceptible to many 

upon in every instance to report as to the existence and | these maladies, and it is almost the sole nourishment of 
extent of disease, to make post-mortem examinations, to | infants. I hope before long the public will see this great 
examine carcases of cattle which were slaughtered in | risk their children are running, and that there will 
consequence of having been exposed to infection, and to | a veterinary surgeon appointed to inspect all the cow- 
condemn those which in their judgment were unfit for | sheds periodically, and that when he finds or suspects & 
human consumption. That the Board have not failed to | cow is suffering, he will have the power to order her to 
recognise the importance of veterinary assistance, is | be slaughtered at once, and thus prevent the infec 
shown in that immediately on the information of an out- | milk being distributed with the rest of the gene 
break, or suspicion of an outbreak, a veterinary surgeon | supply. 

is at once instructed to proceed to the place to make an| [ have only now to thank you, gentlemen, for the 
examination of the stock, and if he suspects the existence | patient hearing you have given me. I am only afraid my 
of disease, to slaughter a test animal, make a post-| address has not been so interesting as it might have 
mortem, and forward the lungs of the slaughtered | been, but I have been unable to spend as much time oe" 
animal to London for further examination by the veter- | it as I should have liked, for I can assure you just lately 
inary officers of this Board. In the first instance about | leisure with me has been very scarce. 5 tom to 
20 veterinary surgeons were employed in this work in| Mr, GREAvEs said: It has been my pleasure to liste : 
different parts of the couutry, and at this present time | almost every one of the inaugural addresses that hav 
the number has increased to over 40, who are constantly | been delivered before the members of the Yor: ra 
watching districts in which there is reason to apprehend a | Association, but I must say I have heard none more 
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teresting and instructive than the one which has just 
been read. (Applause). We find every year brings some- 
thing in addition to what has been said and thought 
about before. Our President has referred to several 
matters in which our profession is advancing, and be- 
coming of greater and greater usefulness. Many points 
he has touched upon of deep interest to us all, and it 
reflects great credit on him for having put it before us 
in the lucid manner he has done. Speaking generally, 
I consider the Yorkshire Association stands now as high, 
as regards usefulness and influence, as any in Eugland. 
(Hear.) The Midland Counties Association, has done 
service. It is a large Association, but the Yorkshire 
think stands equal if not superior to them, both as to 
membership and prestige. Reference has been made to 
the New Charter, tu several points contained in it. I 
stand as the oldest member of Council. I have seen and 
I know the value of many members who have held the 
dual appointment ; members who have done great good 
to the Council and as examiners. I have no hesitation 
in saying I have seen many men acting as members of 
Council and life examiners, or vice-versa, and it has al- 
ways been for the benefit of the profession. We have 
several members of our Council who are “ stars” in the 
profession, and I shall be sorry to see them absent from 
the deliberations of the Council. But if it is the will of 
the profession that this change shall take place, I submit 
toit. I shall only be too glad that this “pone of content. | 
ion” shall cease to exist. (Hear, hear.) I was speaking 
the other night to Mr. Hunting and he said, “I am 
waiting every hour to receive the intelligence from the 
Privy Council.” If the Council says “we cannot grant 
your request we shall go on as we are doing. We shall 
do all we can to prevent men keeping the double po.i- 


tion.” T shall not say one word against it. I have shown 
~ many times the profession has never sustained any | 
oss, in consequence of this double position, and [ think | 


it would be the same in the future. If it is the will of | 


able to tell the head from the tail of a horse, as it were. 
Men go to London with a good education and become 
qualified. Then they come into the country and what 
good are they! Whowill have them! I would not have 
one if he would comefornothing. I think the colleges 
are in} duty bound to protect the parents from sending 
boys direct from school to college. It is not right that 
because a boy sayshe is fond of a horse, to send him 
to college direct. I am certain there are hundreds of 
young fellows now doing nothing in a professional way 
and with ruined lives, from this very cause. I think 
all young men ought to be for sometime with a practi- 

tioner, who could form an opinion of the youth’s adapt- 
ability for the profession, for by this means much ex- 

pense would be saved, and much heart-burning obviated. 
With regard to tuberculosis and the milk question, I 
agree with everything the President has said. Three or 
four years ago I wrote on this subject as President of the 
South Durham and North Yorkshire Association. I said 
I believed hundreds of children were carried off yearly 
by taking tubercular milk. It gives rise to acute diarrhwa. 
I alleged and I believe it is the great cause why so many 
children die in infancy. It is time it was included under 
the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, so that some con- 

trol can exercised in the matter. 1 agree with the 
suggestion to appoint Veterinary Medical officers of health. 
Who is so capable of judging of diseases in quadrupeds as 
we are! Wego into dairies and see poor starved animals, 

and we know full well they are giving tubercular milk, 

and yet we are impotent officially. 1 maintain that 

rinderpest,pleuro- pneumonia and foot-and-mouth disease 

together, have not given rise to half the damage occasioned 

by tubercular milk among those who helplessly consume 

it. (Hear.) We ought to express ourselves in strong 

terms on the matter. 

Mr. Greaves:—Throughout my life, [ have been in 
favour of an apprenticeship. I believe a man is better for 
it throughout his professional life. During my fifty-six 


the profession, I shall cease to oppose it in the slightest | years experience in the profession, (Cheers.) I have had 


degree. Mr. Bowman has not mentioned one fact. In 


many pupils. There were some of them | said would 


London an organization is being formed with the object | never make clever men, because a young man must prove 
of stamping out glanders and farcy. It is on the increase | to the satisfaction of the examiners that he his possessed 
in London, and tens of thousands of pounds a year are of practical knowledge. 1t matters not where he gets it 
lost owing to its ravages. I say, “ God speed that Society,” | but he must possess it. At the same time, I have seen 
(Hear, hear.) and I hope there will be no difficulty in | young men who have been apprenticed, show as much 
ensuring for it prosperity and influence. I propose a ignorance as those who have not; and I have seen those 
vote of thanks to the President for his inaugural address. | who have never been apprenticed,come out clevermen, 
(Applause). | It depends, largely, upon the natural ability of the pupil. 
_ Mr. A. W. Mason :—I have great pleasure in second- | At the same time I know full well a student now has to 
ing that motion. With regard to one point Mr. Bowman | go through a much more severe test than formerly was 
touched upon, I suggested two years ago 1t would be the case, and the more he knows of practice and theory 
advisable to have Veterinary Medical Officers of health. | together, the better it will be for him. 
Mr. Bowman’s ideas are in the same direction. There’ The Prestent :—I am pleased indeed, to hear Mr. 
should be a Veterinary Medical Officer of health, to act Greaves say the students are much more critically tested 
conjointly with the Medical Officer in dealing with the | than they were some time ago. Mr. Lambert ina recent 
question of dairies and kindred matters. The cow, as he letter to The Veterinary Record, referring to students he 
says, 18 a great elemeut in the future welfare of rising | had examined for Army commisions, said, several could 
a I believe we must admit there is more milk | not tell which leg a horse was lame on, or understand any 
k now than ever there was, and the dairy people re- | thing about it. [ thought that was a deplorable state of 
gard the cow now as simply a milking machine. With things. I hope, for my part, in the future the examina- 
respect to the pupilage question, I am greatly in favour | tions will be much more searching than hitherto. 
ra if you can show me the means, by which youcan! Mr, Prckertne :—There can be no doubt a great deal 
rae it to bear practically and advantageously. Natural- of expense would be saved if parents put their boys to a 
y the largest practitioners will receive the greatest num- | practitioner for six or twelve months, _ fas 
t of applications, and I maintain that it is impossible! Mr. Woops (President of the Lancashire Association), 
on man can effectually look after three or four young | said [ don’t wish to say a great deal now because there 
elows. They are young fellows; they cannot help it— | are questions I shall deal with before the association 1 
*y are ade that way. (Laughter). “represent, in the course of afew weeks, I was appointed 
rec Nerrieton :—I think somet ing ought to be done an examiner some time ago under the old system. When 
‘ystematically and definitely with regard to this pupilage | I was appointed, we got together in London, to consider 
question, 1 do not look upon it as a matter of a practi- | the question of the practical examination. — What has 
ana obtaining pupils, although they are sometimes | been done by the whole of our section of the 
ry useful, I look upon it more in the light of the parent. | Board? We first considered as to how it could be 
°w many young fellows go to college without being! improved. In order to improve the examimation we 
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| 
ther professors and principals of the 
Colleges, of the Examiners. The 
first thing that we complained about was that 
we were expected to discover in fifteen minutes, 
what the student knew of practice. Many students are 
sharp and you can spend half that time in having an 
animal trotted about the yard. The result is you have 
the time to discover but very little about the student. 
It is impossible it can be otherwise. At that time a 
student very badly informed indeed could pass his ex- 
amination. The first thing we strove to get was an ad- 
dition intime. We have now got that addition in time. 
(Applause). We have now a mininum examination of 
half an hour each candidate for each examination, and 
we can examine a student as long as we consider neces- 
sary and advisable besides that. (Hear, hear). We 
have not only done that, but we have introduced an ad- 
ditional examination, a practical examination,in the way 
of operations on the dead enbject. I really could, gen- 
tlemen, tell. you some most amusing stories as to the 
freaks of students at the examinations. Not once only 
by any means has it been gravely recommended that the 
outside of the leg should be fired for bone spavin. (Lghtr). 
I have seen a would-be scientist approach a cow,and in 
order to quieten it, or perhaps to give him a happy in- 
spiration, come out in a gentle “ whoa,’ a term which 
I believe [ am correct in saying is usually addressed to 
the horse. (Great laughter). Should a student, quali- 
fied no better than those to whom I have alluded, manage 
to get through, he is not in practice a single day, before he 
is disgracing himself and everybody connected with 
him. We are endeavouring—not without a deal of opposi- 
tiou, coming principally from the colleges—to improve, 
and to render the examinations exhaustive and complete 
in every way. (Applause). It is gratifying for me to 
say it, but I believe the whole profession are with us in 
this matter. (Hear, hear). But, gentlemen, do not lose 
sight of this ominous fact. The result will be we shall 
all be swept away at the next election of a Board of 
Examivers, and someone telected who will let students 
through a little easier (“No”). Nevertheless, gentle- 
men, I defy anyoue to prove that our examination is not 
an improvement on the old system—I defy any student 
to say he is asked one question in relation to any matter 
which might not occur to him in the first week of his 
practice. (Hear, hear), We find many students who 
will never make veterinary surgeous. They see a 
veterinary suigeon riding about, or going hunting and 
have told their parents “Iam sure I should like it.” 
Then comes three or four years at college, and the spend- 
ing of £500 or £600 before the youth finds he is fit for the 
profession or is not. A veterinary surgeon must have 
great patience. He must not be above taking his coat off 
and working. We have many youths coming before us 
‘who would adorn an office far better than a stable. Tak- 
ing all these things into consideration, I advocate the 
pupilage clause. (Hear, hear), As examiners we have 
no right to say where a man should learn his practice. 
All we have tosay is that he has learnt it, and it is diffi- 
cult for us to do so now, as we have only a few lame 
horses, and operatious to ask the students certain ques- 
tions about. It was argued that the medical profession 
did not require a pupilage clause, certainly not, but the 
medicals had practice at the hospitals for the students 
that the veterinary surgeon hadn’t. One other objec- | 
tion to the clause was, that a lot of veterinary surgeons | 
would take a quantity of pupils and make a living out of | 
it. I don’t think that is an important objection to any 
extent. If itis so I think it can be regulated by com- 
pelling such veterinary surgeon to pay Income Tax under 
schedule D. (Laughter). That would do away with the 
objection. 1 think it is agreed pretty generally among 
the profession that the apprenticeship clause is necessary 
(hear, hear) and the objection to it should be overcome in 
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some way. These objections principally come from the 
colleges. The principals recognise that the quantity of 
pupils presenting themselves at the colleges will diminish 
for several years, if this clause comes into force, and it 
will ouly be by the united profession fighting the colleges 
with a firm combined front that the pupilage clause wil] 
be established. (Applause). 


Mr. WaLkER :—This pupilage question is a very im- 
portant one, and one that ought to be approached with 
caution. If the pupilage consists of six or twelve months, 
what will the pupil know at the end of that time? The 
professors at college tell you they would rather have boys 
who had not been trained under a veterinary surgeon. 
How are you going to meet that? I have had boys taken 
from me long before they were ready and the result was 
complete ruin. I did not serve an apprenticeship before 
I went to college, and those who had were, as a rule, cer- 
tainly the biggest “duffers.” They would not be 
taught—they kneweverything ; and if they got throngh 
by the skin of their teeth they were satisfied. I main- 
tain it would be better for a student to serve an ap- 
prenticeship after he had got everything over, except a 
little practical experience, and then he might finish up 
in the usual way. Whilst I was at college I was never 
asked to make up a ball, or to tell “ what is the matter 
with the horse.” 


Mr. Wo.usTENHOLME :—I may say [ am not very much 
pleased with the idea of a compulsory pupilage. One of 
the chief objections I see to it in the future, is that it 
will add largely to the cost of making a veterinary sur- 
geon. That point shvuld not be overlooked. We have 
a three years course at college, and if at the end of that 
time aman doesn’t feel himself in a position to take the 
responsibility of a practice he takes a minor place by be 
coming an assistant in some town. That defers the 
period of life when he begins to work for himself. In 
some of our large towns there is a class of intelligent 
groom growing up on the outskirts of our practice, they 
are beginning to work at a small fee, which is not to our 
advantage. if we have the compulsory pupilage such as 
has been spoken about it will mean that we shall possibly 
keep some of the best men out of our profession. I think 
you will admit that men, the sons of farmers, who know 
well how to handle a horse, are the men to make good 
veterinary surgeons of. The same remark applies to the 
sons of blacksmiths, owners of horses, or carriers. These 
people are often not wealthy people, not people seeking 
for their sons some idle profession, but employment for 
their sons who are workers ; such as these by attending 
college often become some of the brightest men in the 
profession. For this and other reasons I shall league 
myself as far as I can against the compulsory pupilage 
clause. There is no compulsory pupilage in the m 
profession. They hav’nt felt the need of it. 


The Prestpent : —They are now advocating it. 


Mr. Worstennotme:—I have not heard of it. I do 
not see why we cannot make a veterinary surgeou with- 
out a pupilage. An adequate examination has been spoken 
of. By all means let us have an adequate examination. 
would I sanction the entrance of a man In- 
to our profession who was not likely to be an average 
veterinary surgeon, and until he had acquired the 
skill and given evidence of it. It seems almost as 1 es 
argue the schools cannot teach. In 1874, when I was . 
London, we used to find the students plenty of re 
study, and now that there is the institution of eo | 
practice, it would appear the schools are able to 
something at any rate. 

On tho of Mr. Greaves, seconded by 
a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the Presiden 
his address. 4 

The PresivENT appropriately replied. 
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Aw Improvep Dockine INSTRUMENT. 


Mr. Cooxk, (Scarb’ro), exhibited an improved docking | 
instrument. In describing it he said the advantages he 
claimed for it over other instruments was that the blade 


had more of a cutting than achopping action ; it cut ina 
backward direction, and consequently gave the operator 
tail was so arranged as to prevent the tail from slipping | 
out of position ; it was portable, the handles folding on 
themselves. He proceeded to exhibit a number of old 
instrumeuts, dweliing on the merits or demerits, as the 
case might be, which i considered they possessed. 

On the motion of M. Pickering, seconded by Mr. Somers, 
a vote of thanks was accorded to Mr Cooke. 


The Annual Dinner followed. 


Ture Late DuKE or CLARENCE. 


The Hon. Sec., Mr. W. F. Greenhalgh, has [received 
the following reply to the vote of condolence with the 
Prince and Princess of Wales, passed at the meeting 
of the Association on January 29th. 

Marlborough House, 
Pall Mall, 8.W. 


Sir Francis Knollys is desired to jconvey to the mem- 
bers of the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Association the 
sincere thanks of the Prince and Princess of Wales for 
the warm sympathy they have expressed on the occassion 
of their Royal Highnesses great bereavement. 

4th February, 1892. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


Assisting the Profession. 


The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals has always posed as the friend of the 
profession. They .publish a little monthly paper 
called The Animal World, chiefly filled with senti- 
mental tales about the doings of dogs and cats, 
lists of convictions obtained, and columns of poetry. 
One might expect that even this journal would 
endeavour to direct its readers in something like a 
right direction, or at any rate refrain from insert- 
ing letters appealing tv the morbid ignorance of its 
stupidest supporters. The following letter is 
serious in the The Animal World, but it is a big 
joke for the V.R. 


“T always read your answers to correspondents in The | 
Animal World with great interest, but am surprised that 
no one has hitherto recommended the use of Count | 

tiei’s remedies with relation to animals’ diseases. | | 
ve cured my cats repeatedly of convulsions, abscesses, 
tyes, and sore throats through their instrumentality, 
and hear that the medicines are equally efficacious with 
orses and dogs. The remedies 1 use are vermifugo, 
=, angioitico, and febrifugo, but there are many | 
. wre I have cured convulsions and sore throats with 
ugo, and consider therefore that these maladies 
ph by worms. I take three globules of vermifugo, | 
ina little warm water (half a tea-spoonful will 
us a mix them well with milk, which the animal | 
br Tuo takes very readily. If it is so ill that it cannot 
wit Sage its face all over with the mixture, which it | 
- icin’, soon lick off. I do not approve of pouring 
Pawn er down an animal’s throat, as it frightens 
it. I give angioitico for heart-disease, scro- 
ood-poisoving and debility, and febrifugo for. 
mplaint and constipation. These remedies are | 


more powerful than vermifugo,and the best way to admini- 
ster them is to dissolve a globule in a glass of luke-warm 
water, and mix a spoonful of the liquid with the animal’s 
food or drink. Repeated small doses are better than one or 
two large ones daily. There will be an abatemeut in the 
suffering in the course of half an hour. Count Mattei’s 
remedies not only cure the disease, but increase the 
vitality, as may be scen by the brightness of the eye and 


| general look of life of the animal patient. 


Green electricity, which is a liquid purchased in a 
small phial, is the most wonderful pain-killer I have ever 
used. It is an invaluable remedy for burns, and scalds, 
and wounds. Excellent lotions for bad eyes, heart- 
disease, and ‘consumption may be made by dissolving 
ten to fifteen globules of angioitico and scrofuloso in a 
glass of warm water, applied by a piece of linen rag and 
used alternatively. The globules must be put in separate 
glasses and never mixed. JI shall be glad to answer ques- 
tions of correspondents sent through the editor for me.” — 

The Animal World, 

Note the permission for consultation through the 

Editor.—Mr. Colam, we believe! 


A Cow on Fire. 


An extraordinary event occurred at Lythe last 
month. A cow belonging to Mr. Crosier, innkeeper, 
being affected with lice, had been rubbed over a 
few hours previous to feeding time with a pint of 
petroleum oil by a farm hand. The man took the 
cow some oil-cake in the evening, having with him 
a lighted candle. Cows will turn their heads like 
other animals, when in their stalls, and this one, 
happening to do so, touched the lighted candle, and 
instantly it became a mass of flame from head to 
tail. he hay in the rack and the manger, as well 
as the litter on the floor, also caught fire and the 
whole place was sooa in a blaze. ‘The man, strug- 
gling to subdue the flames, was much exhausted but 
managed to shout for assistance. His cries were 
heard and after a few more willing workers had put 
in an appearance the fire was extinguished. The 
poor animal was in a terrible state. During the 
fire, seeing the door open, it bolted, and gaining the 
open, went into mad and ungovernable frolics. 
After some time, however, it was secured and safely 
housed, and Mr. John Collinson, veterinary surgeon, 
was sent for. He found the beast to be suffering 
from shock; large portions of skin and flesh were 
either burnt entirely off or still hanging; her ears 
were burnt off and one of the horns so much affected 
that it sloughed off. It took four hours to dress 
her properly in cotton-wovl and at the end of twelve 
hours the temperature of the animal had lowered con- 
siderably. n the fourth day the ‘cow began to 
show signs of trismus, but those symptoms dis- 
appeared, being fed all the while on oatmeal and 
linseed gruel. but on the sixth day she took some 
solids, and rapidly gained strength.—The Whitby 
Observer. 


The late Mr. W. S. Wallis. 

The remains of the late Mr. W. 8S. Wallis, whose 
death we recorded last week, were interred on Thursday 
lastin the Halstead cemetery. The Rey. S. Parkinson, 
pastor of the New Congregational Church, officiated. A 
brass shield upon the coffin bore the inscription, “ William 
S. Wallis, died January 28th, 1892, aged 79 years.” 
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Mr. William Sheppard Wallis was born at Halstead, on 
Oct. 25th., 1812, and was educated at the Grammar School. 
He received his professional training at the Royal Veteri- 
nary College, London, and was awarded his Diploma of 
Membership by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
in 1836. In 1880 he obtained by examination the Fellow- 
ship. For over 50 years he has carried on and extended 
the practice commenced by his father. In 1865 he was 
appointed Veterinary Inspector under the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Acts,’ for the South Hinckford 
Division. For upwards of 25 years he was amember of 
the Halstead Local Board of Health, and assisted in 
securing to the town several of its most important public 
works. He was also'member or chairman of the Burial 
Board for many years. His religious interests centred 
in the early years of manhood in the work at the Old In- 
dependent Chapel, and he entered heartily into she work 
of replacing that ancient building with the preseut 
structure. For the past three years he has been laid a 
side by paralysis. The business will, we understand, 
be carried on by his youngest son, Mr. F. Morton Wallis, 
M.R.C.V.S., who, has been intimately connected with 
it for the past ten or twelve years—EHast Essex Times. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


‘, ABORTION IN COWS. 
IR, 

As this subject is to the fore again in The Record, per- 
haps you will allow me space for a few remarks. 

Ist. As to the means of prevention advocated by Profes- 
sors Nocard and Brown, viz.—the weekly disinfection of 
the cow-stalls and drains, and the daily sponging of the 
anus, vulva, perineum and tail with disinfectants, for the 
space of two years. Is this practicable? Is there a 
farmer or dairyman in Great Britain, who will adopt and 
ages carry ou‘ these instructions? I trow not. 
They would begin to think before the end of this time that 
the cure was worse than the disease. What good would 
be derived from all this trouble and expense? Why 
limit the time totwo years! If the disinfectants are 
intended to destroy the germs of the disease in their 
transit from one cow to another, what is the use of 
applying them only once a week to the stalls and drains ! 

he same question may be asked with regard to the 
sponging o.ceaday? This is like throwing water on a 

uck’s back, the effeet would be nil or nearly so, unless 
the Professors could tell the exact day and hour in which 
the microbes would shift their camp. Whether is the 
disinfectant intended to prevent the virus from entering 
or departing from the cow? In either case, I should say 
that in order to be effectual the application ought to be 
continuous, for unless it came in direct contact with the 
virus it would be of no avail. How long would the wet- 
ting of the cow’s tail remain effectual? Of course when 
& cow emits any discharge she shoots it clear of the tail 
and vulva altogether, so that the disinfectant would never 
come in contact with the discharge atall. I think some- 
thing different to this is required. 
2nd. As to the way in which the disease is said to he 
propagated. I doubt very much whether the theories 
put forward can be accepted as correct. I shall only 
mention two instances which will go far to disprove 
these, and also that jput forward by Mr. M’Connell in 
last week’s Record in regard to sewage. The first is a herd 
of two year old heifers belonging to a proprietor in this 
neighbourhood, who cultivates several farms. These 
heifers were kept on a farm by themselves, where there 
were no cows—and falways fed in the open fields—there 
being only a covered shed in which they could go if they 
desired. They ;were regularly supplied with filtered 
water, and no drains nor sewage of any kind near them. 


They began aborting early last spring and kept on doing 
80, one now and again all the season, and I may say the 
disease still continues. Every precaution was tak 
even at the first, in the way of burning, disinfecting and 
isolating, immediately removing them right away when 
ever one aborted. Ultimately those remaining in calf 
were shifted to another farm, but without avail. How 
did the disease originate and how was .it propagated in 
this instance? It could not be by means of the sewage, 
drains, nor stalls. How also could the preventive 
measures suggested he carried out here? The second 
instance is thatof the city sewage farm here, upon which 
a dairy of cows are kept, these live entirely on the sew 
produce, are constantly amongst it, and although the 
cows are beiny constantly changed, yet there has never 
been an outbreak of epizootic abortion on the farm. 
Of course there is a calf dropped prematurely oe- 
casionally, but that is all; so that it may be doubtful 
whether sewage has anything to do with the propaga- 
tion of the disease.—Yours faithfully, 

Oxford. Jas. P. S. Waker. 


USE OF THE COLLEGE ARMS. 
Dear Str, 

I pay £1 1s. per annum forusing College Crest as above, 
(plain letter paper with crest and printed address). [ 
may use it professionally without fee, but if I write a 
private letter using paper with crest I am liable to the 
duty. 

The Inland Revenue Authorities summoned me and 
that was their verdict —Yours truly, 

Kennington, London, 8.E. Tuomas SANGsTER. 


THE EXAMINATIONS. 
Dear Sir, 

Allow me, through your medium to make a few sug- 
gestions in connection with the subject of examinations. 
In the first place the matriculation is not as it ought to 
to be, and itis high time it was altered, and thattoo from 
the very foundation. Why is it not eouducted by the 
Council? Why is our preliminary not taken in lieu of 
other prelims.? The first of these questions I leave 
some abler person to answer; as to the second, I think 
the answer will be apparent to all who know anything 
about it. There is no matriculation on a sound basis 
and what there is, is not on a high enough stan 
Why don’t the Council of R.C.V.S. imitate the Pharma- 
ceutical Society, and have an examination, held at - 
three different teaching centres twice a year; have! 
conducted on the same lines. Is it right that the aspirant 
to College life should have an examination to suit : 
own convenience and then pass as many subjects as 2¢ 
likes. All the members of the profession of _ 
years have had to pass the same examination, W y 
should not all students pass the same —— : 
I can only see this reason that men qualifying at differe 
centres may be looked upon at different value as Teg? ~" 
their knowledge. The professional examinations a. 
be held more on a fixed date, or else more ner 
they will be held be given through the wesrineey apr 
as those men who pass the theory and fill up t yo 
in. practice don’t receive the notice that the p oa 
will be held on a certain date. Although it 1s =F rv 
sional body that has to arrange these things hike 
might take a leaf out of the books of some busi 
body. Yours, ete., H. 


Communications, Books, AND PAPERS 
C. H. Huish, E. R. Edwards, J. Owen, . 1 of Comp. 
F. Hobday, A. C. Wild. A Student,” 
Med. and Vet. Archives” Feb.,(New York), 
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